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The challenges of complex global food and feed supply chains
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Importance of harmonized data + powerful interoperable software tools e.g. for tracing food and feed 

Increased complexity of risk assessment and outbreak control

Long and complex supply chains Large amounts of data

Globalised trade



The challenges of traceability investigations

Joint final workshop of the EFSA-BfR traceability projects | 21.-22.09.20233

Tracing data quality and data sharing among traceability stakeholders

is still a limiting factor!

Current limitations:

Data: 

• unstructured

• not standardised

• free text

• not digital/machine-readable

• not re-usable

Data sharing: 

• slow due to lack of interoperable tools

• data trapped in silos

Analysis + automated reporting

• Limited due to lack of usable data



The EFSA-BfR cooperation and the current tracing projects
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AMU-28 DataColl
Data collection tool for tracing purposes

Definition of the “Universal Traceability data eXchange”

(UTX) format and a decentralized tracing workflow.

AMU-29 FoodClass

Food and feed classification for tracing purposes

Development of a food and feed classification system for

tracing purposes within FOODEX2

Feasibility study for the automatic data extraction from

the RASFF notifications by artificial intelligence tools.

Interoperable, 

accessible

software tools

 Since 2016 EFSA and BfR to work jointly on global food safety tools

 Activities: user trainings, case studies, outbreak investigations, software development

 The current projects:


