
Powerful data extraction and data collection: What is needed?

Joint final workshop of the EFSA-BfR traceability projects | 23.01.2025

FCL was supported by EFSA-BfR Framework Partnership Agreements (FPA) GP/EFSA/AMU/2016/01 and GP/EFSA/AMU/2020/02, and received funding from the 
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under Grant Agreement No 773830 OH EJP COHESIVE. 

BfR: Marion Gottschald, Alexander Falenski, Marco Rügen, Latife Salih, Arne Zerndt, Hanna Hauck, Marc 

Lorenzen, Daria Savvateeva, Matthew Salewski, Bernd-Alois Tenhagen

EFSA: Olaf Mosbach-Schulz



Marion Gottschald | Joint final workshop of the EFSA-BfR traceability projects | 23.01.2025

Example for data exchanged between
European authorities

The Fipronil incident

2

NL collects data

DE collects data

… 



Marion Gottschald | Joint final workshop of the EFSA-BfR traceability projects | 23.01.2025

RASFF system

data

data
data

Example for data exchanged between
European authorities

The Fipronil incident

3

NL collects data

DE collects data

… 



Marion Gottschald | Joint final workshop of the EFSA-BfR traceability projects | 23.01.2025

RASFF system

data

data
data

The challenge: Getting an overview on 
situation
Unstructured data, not machine-readable/paper-
based, distributed across several follow-up
notifications → limited usability of data

Example for data exchanged between
European authorities

NL extracts data manually

DE (BVL + BfR) extracts data manually

NRW extracts data manually

The Fipronil incident

Duplication of work!
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EFSA-BfR cooperation on digital traceability
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(Co-)Development of interoperable software
tools and harmonized data structures



Structured excel templates as a first step
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Flexible partCore part

Excel spread sheet: FCL All-in-one template 
● Minimal extend of data needed for successful visualization

● To collect data of the whole incident in one file (e.g. for data extraction purposes)
● Available for FCL Web + FCL Desktop!

Flexible partCore part

= Recipes

● To collect data of whole incident in 
one file (e.g. for data extraction)

● Available for FCL Web + FCL Desktop!
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Excel spread sheet: FCL backward + forward tracing template
● For stepwise data collection e.g. done by inspectors on-site
● Only in FCL Desktop

Structured excel templates as a first step
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• Ready to use
• Easy to use and easily accessible
• Machine-readable
• Structured but not much standardised

• Tested and applied in real foodborne incidents

Structured excel templates as a first step



Powerful, web-based tools at local level: the ATAST system
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ATAST was 
oimplementation

Data 

Experience 
will 
separate 

• Intuitive, easy-to-use, web-based software tool
• Tailor-made for varying actors and purposes (data collection 

tool, template upload portal, interface)
• Guided and structured data collection
• Plausibility checks
• Interfaces to registers and catalogs with curated data
• Interfaces to industry databases + RASFF system are 

envisioned

→ Improved data quality and speed of data acquisition



The UTX portal: Data Extraction tool within the r4eu platform 
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Data extraction from e.g. RASFF notifications

Users: MSs and EFSA

The tool:

will write and read “Universal Traceability data eXchange”

(UTX) format to make data extraction interoperable

will be able to directly interchange with FCL software via

UTX, enabling EFSA to perform rapid analyses to identify

the source of contamination; incl. full documentation.



The UTX portal: Principles
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Designed for a structured and guided data 

extraction

Universal: Ready for all food & feed chains, 

based on UTX data format

Output is harmonized data in UTX format

Transparency: Information source needed + 

history to track changes

Supporting functions:

- Look-up of addresses

- selection list for e.g. information sources   

already entered 

- use of controlled vocabulary/catalogues



AI-based tools to automatize data extraction
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Conclusion – What do we need?
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Some tools are ready to use, some are on the way→ we just need the courage and some effort (+ training) 
to start using them

“Progress is impossible without change […]” George Bernard Shaw 

Thank you for your attention!

Data:

• Structured

• Harmonized/standardized

• High quality

• Interoperable

• Digital + machine readable

Digital tools for data collection/extraction:

• Easy to use

• Accessible

• Fast

• Access to curated data

• Interoperable
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