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Example for data exchanged between
European authorities

The current situation: Fipronil incident as example

2

NL collects data

DE collects data

… 



Marion Gottschald | FoodChain-Lab workshop United Kingdom | 16.05.2025 | London

RASFF system

data

data
data

Example for data exchanged between
European authorities

3

NL collects data

DE collects data

… 

The current situation: Fipronil incident as example



Marion Gottschald | FoodChain-Lab workshop United Kingdom | 16.05.2025 | London

RASFF system

data

data
data

The challenge: Getting an overview on 
situation
Unstructured data, not machine-readable/paper-
based, distributed across several follow-up
notifications → limited usability of data

Example for data exchanged between
European authorities

NL extracts data manually

DE (BVL + BfR) extracts data manually

NRW extracts data manually

Duplication of work!
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Data collection and data extraction: 
Structured excel templates as a first step

• Ready to use
• Easy to use and easily accessible
• Machine-readable
• Structured but not much standardised

• Tested and applied in real foodborne
incidents

Can be customized for UK if needed

Need: Digital data in pre-agreed formats

FCL backward + forward 
tracing template
For stepwise data collection 
e.g. done by inspectors on 
site or by food business 
operators

FCL All-in-one 
template
For data collection + 
extraction of data of 
whole incident in one 
file



The interoperable multiactor food tracing software ecosystem for Europe
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Your tool?
Feedback on UTX?

Please contact
foodrisklabs@bfr.bund.de

Benefits:

Facilitate data exchange
Avoid double work

Easy visualisation + analysis



Some data exchange already in practice or under development
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The future: An interoperable multiactor food tracing software ecosystem 
for Europe
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Your tool?
Feedback on UTX?

Please contact
foodrisklabs@bfr.bund.de

Benefits:

Facilitate data exchange
Avoid double work

Easy visualisation + analysis



UTX is the container to move all tracing information at once
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Successful collaboration needs successful communication! 

The UTX format collects, structures and distributes all information. 

Additional tools in the workflow make the complex information 

accessible for the users:

− the UTX portal enables actors to collect 

and extract relevant information

− the tracing data exchange workflow gathers, consolidates, 

and analyses inputs from multiple actors

− the collaboration tools support specific reporting needs, 

final documentation, and overarching analysis 

of the food and feed system.

„The whole 

is greater 

than the sum 

of its parts.“
Aristotle



Universal Traceability data eXchange format (UTX)
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UTX core data:

• Thematic data blocks with hierarchical structure

• Relations between data blocks

• Data blocks with clear structure and controlled vocabulary (catalogues, standards)

• Information stored on highest possible level 

• Maximal extent of information vs. minimal requirement of information

Interoperable core data
Standardized, structured informationen

non-interoperable flexible data
Additional tool-specific data

UTX could be shared between actors (e.g. via the RASFF system) Published on Zenodo
https://zenodo.org/records/14775356

Main data blocks Stations Product Activity Information

Hierarchical sub-
data blocks 

Food business operator Product Activity Investigation

Station Lot Information source

Traceable resource unit Contact

Registration schemes

(Measurement)



Universal Traceability data eXchange format (UTX)
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Universal Traceability data eXchange format (UTX)
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Universal Traceability data eXchange format (UTX) – the schema
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Main data blocks Stations Product Activity Information

Hierarchical sub-
data blocks 

Food business operator Product Activity Investigation

Station Lot Information source

Traceable resource unit Contact

Registration schemes

(Measurement)

Supporting tools to fill UTX 
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RASFF NT FBO data base

RASNEX dashboard for
AI supported automated
data extraction from RASFF 
notificaions

Company names + addresses

UTX Portal
Guided and structured
manual data extraction



Potential workflow for data exchange using UTX
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− uses the RASFF system for exchange

− communicates via UTX files

− exchanges structured information



Similar developments on EU level: iRASFF NT
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Renewal of RASFF system

UTX should not put double work on MS!
Digital data formats can be translated

iRASFF → iRASFF NT

All figures by Jan Baele: https://foodrisklabs.bfr.bund.de/wp-
content/uploads/2023/12/EC-presentation_traceability-workshop.pdf

• Relying on data blocks
with relations

• Use of standards
(FoodEx2, SSD2)

• Focus on interoperability
with other systems
(TRACES)



Similar development: FDA´s New Era of Smarter Food Safety
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Product Tracing System

• Receive, process and visualize traceability data
• Improve traceback and traceforward analysis
• Government and industry collaboration
• FCL integrated in FDA system

Product Tracing
System

Collaboration between FDA and BfR

Demo video of PTS + FCL in action
https://www.fda.gov/food/new-era-smarter-food-
safety/product-tracing-system

„Food Traceability Rule“ for harmonized data and data sharing
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Understanding UTX – A moodle course

The course clarifies…
• Why the data format is needed for the 

exchange of tracing data
• The concept behind the new data format
• The properties of the data file

Course material
• Slides, pictures, a video
• Quizzes
• A forum for questions and answers



German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment

bfr.bund.de/en

Consumer health protection to go

BfR2GO – the BfR Science Magazine
bfr.bund.de/en/science_magazine_bfr2go.html

Follow us

@bfrde | @bfren | @Bf3R_centre

@bfrde

soundcloud.com/risikobewertung

linkedin.com/company/bundesinstitut-f-r-risikobewertung

youtube.com/@bfr_bund

social.bund.de/@bfr

CC-BY-ND 4.0

Marion Gottschald

T  +49 30 18412-24333

marion.gottschald@bfr.bund.de

EFSA-BfR tracing team

Thank you for your attention!

Marion Gottschald

German Federal Institute for 
Risk Assessment

foodrisklabs@bfr.bund.de 
https://foodrisklabs.bfr.bund.de  
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