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• Above-average number of gastroenteritis cases 

in Baden-Württemberg, a federal state of 

Germany

• Many children in schools and day-care centres

affected

• Symptoms including fever, diarrhoea and 

vomiting. 

The responsible authorities (you!) have declared 

an outbreak and started an investigation. 

Map from NordNordWest, adapted
Licence: Creative Commons by-sa-3.0 de, CC BY-SA 3.0 de, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=35392837
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Cases, aggregated by educational institution 
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Case definition
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Objective

Alexander Falenski | FoodChain-Lab Training | 16.05.2025 | London5

• Identify the contaminated food(s) responsible for the outbreak by tracing back 

the suspicious food items.

• If the product(s) and lot number(s) were able to be traced, recall them to 

minimise the further spread of the pathogen as well as to reduce the number of 

new cases. 



Technical Note
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Screenshots from KNIME

• K1 – K12 KNIME

• DB1 – DB10 FCL Database

• T1 – T 15 Tracing View



KNIME
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Food-Related Norovirus Outbreak
Part I 
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Which product could explain cases if it was contaminated?
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Which product could explain cases if it was contaminated?
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Backward tracing template exercise
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Food-Related Norovirus Outbreak
Part II
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German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment

bfr.bund.de/en

Consumer health protection to go

BfR2GO – the BfR Science Magazine
bfr.bund.de/en/science_magazine_bfr2go.html

Follow us

@bfrde | @bfren | @Bf3R_centre

@bfrde

linkedin.com/company/bundesinstitut-f-r-risikobewertung
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social.bund.de/@bfr
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